
What Public Health Problem Was Addressed?
West Virginia has the highest rate of residents with disabilities in the nation, 

costing the Mountain State more than 3-billion dollars a year. The latest statistics 

from the Centers For Disease Control and Prevention show 39.2% of West 

Virginians have a disability, compared to 25.6% nationwide. Nearly 44% of these 

individuals with a disability are inactive, nearly 45% are obese and nearly 49% have 

high blood pressure. Limited mobility tops the list in the Mountain State, so an 

expansion of outdoor activities for the individuals with a disability has been a 

priority for the Kanawha State Forest Foundation with the renovation of the paved 

Spotted Salamander Trail in 2016 and the installation of a wheelchair-accessible 

playground in 2020. 

 

What Approach Did They Take?
The Kanawha State Forest Foundation installed wheelchair-accessible playground, 

the first of its kind in the State of West Virginia, with a wheelchair-platform swing 

installed on a pour-in place rubber foundation. Prior to the installation the KSFF 

staff talked with visitors who use wheelchairs and planned the project based on 

their input for preferred materials and equipment. The braille activities board was 

installed by volunteers next to the Spotted Salamander Trail and accommodates 

both visitors with a disability and those who are able-bodied in expanding 

interactive exercise and play options at the forest. Additionally, Sheri Koch, 

president of the National Federation of the Blind WV, visited the new addition and 

contributed in adding braille descriptions to the interpretive signs on the Spotted 

Salamander Trail. 

 

What Were The Results?
The new ADA playground at Kanawha State Forest is the first of its kind in the West 

Virginia State Parks system, providing additional recreational options for forest 

visitors who have a disability.  State Senate Resolution 64 acknowledges this 

contribution: “Recognizing the Kanawha State Forest Foundation for efforts to 

encourage visitors of every ability to get outside, be active, and enjoy a variety of 

recreational activities in a forest environment.”  Attendance has been limited by the 

COVID-19 pandemic, but feedback has been extremely positive.  KSFF 

Superintendent Chris Bartley says he has received multiple calls from other state 

park superintendents hoping to add a similar playground to their facilities, so this 

project has created an extended “ripple effect” across the state.  

 

What's Next?
The original grand opening celebration, scheduled for the spring of 2020, had to be 

canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. A formal dedication of the new ADA 

playground is now planned for April 10th, 2021 when major contributors will be 

honored with a permanent acknowledgement sign.  

 

The potential of an ADA vault toilet is under consideration for installation next to 

the Spotted Salamander Trail parking lot to facilitate extended visits to the new 

ADA playground, nearby trail and picnic shelter. ADA upgrades are planned for the 

new Kanawha State Forest headquarters (located in the old pool complex) where 

buckled asphalt sidewalks will be removed, wheelchair ramps will be added, and 

nearby restrooms will be modernized.
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I'm exceptionally proud that the Kanawha State Forest Foundation took the initiative
to help make the forest more accessible for EVERY body. The wheelchair-accessible
playground is just the start of future improvements to make the infrastructure at
Kanawha State Forest more ADA compliant.

-Jennifer Bauman, Board Member KSFF


